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LUTHERAN WORSHIP 


Some thoughts presented by The 
Revd. Leonard Laetsch to the organ- 
ists’ and pastor’s seminar held at 
St. Pauls, Borehamwood, earlier this 
year. 


What is Lutheran worship? Lutheran 
worship is, first and foremost, God at 
work — in and through us — by 
means of His Means of Grace. Every 
worship leader, everyone involved in 
the worship life of a congregation, 
would do well to regularly re-read 
what Dr. Martin Luther has to say in 
this connection in his Large Cat- 
echism under the Third Command- 
ment. Here are a few sentences from 
that source. 


At whatever time God’s Word is 
taught, preached, heard or pondered, 
there the person, the day, and the 
work are sanctified by it, not on 
account of the external work but on 
account of the Word which makes us 
all saints. Accordingly, | constantly 
repeat that all our life and work must 
be guided by God’s Word if they are 
to be God-pleasing or holy. 


Even though you know the Word 
perfectly and have already mastered 
everything, still you are daily under 


the dominion of the devil, who neither 
day nor night relaxes his effort to 
steal upon you unawares and to 
kindle in your heart unbelief and 
wicked thoughts against all these 
commandments. Therefore you 
must continually keep God’s Word in 
your heart, on your lips, and in your 
ears. For where the heart stands idle 
and the Word is not heard, the devil 
breaks in and does his damage 
before we realise it. On the other 
hand, when we seriously ponder the — 
Word, hear it, and put it to use, such 
is its power that it never departs 
without fruit. It always awakens new — 
understanding, new pleasure, and a 
new spirit of devotion, and it con- 
stantly cleanses the heart and its 
meditations. For these words are not 
idle or dead, but effective and living. — 


Lutheran worship derives from God 
at work in us through Word and - 
Sacraments sanctifying us thereby — 
for responding in such a way to at-— 
tribute worth to Him (remember, that : 
is the background of the word 
“worship,” attributing ‘‘worth-ship” 
to someone). The highest and most 
holy form of worship is to utilise the — 
very Means of Grace which God has — 
provided for us. 


WHY REMEMBER LUTHER? 


In the fifth of this series to commemorate the 

500th anniversary of the Birth of the Reformer, 

The Revd. Leonard Laetsch shows that Luther 
taught 


Religion Is Real — 
It Is Meant for Life 


Because Martin Luther referred to’ 


reason as “the devil’s prostitute” 
(W,18,164) and “that  wise-acre 
Madame Jezebel” (W,/0,1,1,527) and 
maintained “all natural wisdom, all 
human reason, all heathen arts, and all 
human doctrines and laws... are pure 
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darkness” (W,/0,/,1,527), it has been 
relatively easy to conjure up claims that 
Luther’s thought leads to a separation: 
of religion from the realities and circum- 
stances of everyday life. Christian’ 
theology is for many merely a “spiritual 
exercise,’’ something ethereal, with no” 
relevance to day-to-day living or to the 
real, tangible things of life. 


However, a careful listening to what 
Dr. Luther said demonstrates the high: 
regard he had for the realities of life — 
those of ultimate significance as well as. 
those of simple day-to-day involvements. 


_The problem one faces with reason is 
- most succinctly spelled out in a 1523 
~ sermon on John 16:5-15: 


Reason can rise to no higher ground 
than the thought: I have sinned with 
works; therefore I must, in turn, 
render satisfaction with works, must 
wipe out sin and pay for it that in this 
way I may attain a gracious God. 
When reason has gone this far, it has 
risen as high as it can go; and yet this 
notion is nothing but folly and blind- 
ness. (W, 12,545) 


Since Luther’s greatest theological 
emphasis is upon the doctrine of justi- 
fication by grace through faith on 
account of Jesus Christ apart from 
works, it is clear why a reason whose 
logic is limited to works must be cast 
aside. Such a reason ‘“‘does not know 
that salvation must come down from 
above... does not want to know that 
Christ, the Son of God, died for us and 
forgives our sin out of grace.” (W, 47,170) 


Nevertheless, once the grace of God has 
come through the Word of Jesus 
Christ, then 


through faith [reason] is turned into a 
light in the believer and serves piety as 
an excellent instrument. For just as all 
natural endowments serve to further 
impiety in the godless, so they serve 
to further salvation in the godly. An 
eloquent tongue promotes faith, 
reason makes speech clear, and every- 
thing helps faith forward. Reason 
receives life from faith; it is killed 
by it and brought back to life. 
(W-T,3, No.2938a) 


In a Christian’s life reason is servant 
rather than master — servant of the 
Word of God. Thus, it may well and 
freely operate in those other branches of 
learning which God has given: grammar, 
logic, rhetoric, philosophy,  juris- 
prudence, medicine (W, 37,367), building 
houses, making clothes, marrying, 
waging wars, sailing on the seas 
(W,10,1,1,531), milking cows, bridling 
horses, putting roofs above houses 
rather than below them, knowing that 
one-hundred is more than ten (W,33, 


127). Once reason has been brought into 
subjection to the Word and will of God 
through faith, then it is free to be used in 
the service of God and one’s fellowman. 


It must, of course, be noted that because 
a Christian is simul justus et peccator — 
both righteous and sinful at the same 
time — (s)he will constantly be facing 
the temptations to let reason assume the 
role of master even over the Holy Scrip- 
tures. This can be countered only by 
again listening to God’s Word wherein 
“He has revealed Himself and lets 
Himself be apprehended as He intro- 
duces His crucified Son to you. This is 
the work of your redemption, in which 
you may apprehend God with certainty 
Fle AEN Cow kD) 


Couple such a positive view of the 
worthwhile use of reason with Luther’s 
emphases upon the priesthood of. all 
believers and the vocation of every 
Christian to serve God in whatever 
estate (s)he may be, and you have an 
impetus for a most vibrant and “down- 
to-earth” way of life. 


Universal education enables children to 
discharge their duties faithfully toward 
God and mankind. The foundation for 
this education must remain the Christian 
faith (thus, Luther prepared his two 
Catechisms), and it is the primary 
responsibility of the parents. However, 
the state must also carry on a pro- 
gramme of general education so children 
can learn languages, history, math- 
ematics, singing, physical education, a 
trade, and housework. Luther is known 
to have been active in the establishment 
of schools in Wittenberg and Eisleben, 
and his associates Philip Melanchthon 
(the ‘‘Praeceptor Germaniae,” ““German 
Educator’) and John Bugenhagen travel- 
led widely helping establish schools, 
suggesting divisions of classes, and 
writing textbooks. The University of 
Wittenberg became known as one of the 
best Universities of its day — housing a 
large library, helping medical students 
learn anatomy by dissecting human 
bodies, possessing one of the earliest 
globes, and allowing the teaching of | 
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Copernicanism as well as astrology. 
This University also made its influence 
felt in the lives of students such as Tycho 
Brahe (astronomer), Giordano Bruno 
(philosopher), and William Tyndale 
(Bible translator). 


Music, too, was encouraged by Luther’s 
“down-to-earth” attitude. He himself 
was a skilful musician and enjoyed 
singing, considering music the greatest 
gift of God next to theology. Whereas 
Zwingli rejected all music in worship 
services and Calvin permitted only the 
most restrained and reverent use of 
music, Luther and his followers recom- 
mended and encouraged the use and 
development of a wide variety of music 
for the worship life, especially congre- 
gational singing. Later Lutherans, such 
as Heinrich Schuetz (1585-1672), Paul 
Gerhardt (1607-1676), and J. S. Bach 
(1685-1750), considered it their chief 
purpose to praise God through their 
musical gifts and talents. 


Art and = architecture were also 
encouraged by Luther’s theology. 
Lutherans have continued to use church 
buildings that reflect the beauty of 
God’s many gifts. The Cranach family of 
painters (1472-1586) were close friends 


of Luther and incorporated many 
evangelical themes into their paintings. 


Home and family life gained a deeper 
appreciation by Lutheran standards. 
The fact that God had created man and 
woman for marriage and already in 
Eden had sanctified and blessed the 
family meant that the celibate life was 
not necessarily superior. Through 
Luther’s own example the idea of family 
life built upon the foundation of faith in 
Jesus Christ was given great en- 
couragement. 


Ultimately, however, the mind must not 
be allowed to conflict with the Word of 
God. For Luther, the simple Word of 
Scripture is enough to take reason and 
appearance captive and to establish 
faith (W, 11,434; W,23,246; W,19,498). 
This is especially true in regard to the 
Means of Grace, which remain beyond 
reason, but yet are as ‘““down-to-earth”’ 
as the physical elements of vocal chords, 
water, bread, and wine. Here “‘God has 
determined to give no one the inward 
blessings without the outward one” 
(W, 18,136). Here reason has reached its 
limit — just as it does when faced with 
the Incarnation (W,45,305) — and we 
must simply give way to thanksgiving, 
wonder, and praise. 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


Our Saviour, Fareham 

Playgroup flourishes, with 30 chil- 
dren over 3 mornings of the week... 
2 children from playgroup brought 
into the Church of Christ through 
Holy Baptism... sponsored welly- 
throwing raises over £100 for the 
National Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children in the 100th 
anniversary year of that organis- 
ation... special prayer for work of 
NSPCC the following Sunday... 
youth do sponsored ‘‘dig” for our 
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Senior members and raise over £20 
forthe Glass Tower Fund...gifttable 
started to support the same project... 
Pastor at Church alternate Tuesdays 
9 to 11 a.m. with Church open for 
members to come for meditation and 
private Communion... an Evening © 
Service held once each month in 
addition to regular Morning Ser- 
vices... congregation studies possi- 
bilities of hosting Synod in 1985... 
new vertical blinds fitted in Church to 
replace old curtains. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 
Congregation welcomes _holiday- 
makers from U.S. and a pastor from 
France... Evening Service third and 
fifth Sunday added to summer 
schedule for benefit of travellers... 
congregation’s Chairman and wife 
accompany pastor and wife to the 
Dedication of Immanuel Church 
building in Liverpool... Dr. Judisch 
of Concordia Theological Seminary 
in Fort Wayne to conduct Services in 
August during pastor’s holiday to 
Oberammergau to see the Passion 
Play together with his family and 
parents-in-law. 


St. David, Cardiff 

The Taff has virtually ceased to run, 
due to prolonged drought... famine 
for the hearing of God’s Word should 
be of even greater concern and it is 
something we can all do something 
about... congregation has been 
supported by that Word these past 
months as usual... in weddings 
contracted at the altar, a beautifully 
bound white Bible has been given to 
the couples by Chairman Richard 
Jones... annual congregational 
outing to Porthkerry County Park in 
July with 67 attending was blessed 


| with the hottest weather in Europe. 


St. Peters, Plymouth 
After the announcement by Pastor 
Borgas of his acceptance of a Call to 


St. Johns Lutheran Church, Church, 
Eudunda, South Australia, the con- 
gregation is involved in preparing 
itself, under Pastor Borgas’s guid- 
ance, for that period after his 
departure... a call has not yet been 
extended... congregation has fare- 
well gathering for Pastor Borgas and 
family 21st July, where they were 
presented with a carriage clock... 
congregation participates in the 
British and Foreign Bible Society's 
Car Rally/treasure hunt... Bible 
study group commences work in the 
Book of Acts. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 


Congregation exceeds goal for 
Overseas Mission offering... J. 
Coundon elected financial sec- 


retary ... witness materials including 
tracts and ‘‘Simon Peter” pins in use 
by allmembers .. . ladies to purchase 
calor gas heaters for use in Church... 
Mr. Simpson appointed youth 
leader... “community industry”, a 
job-creation scheme initiated by the 
government, decorating and repair- 
ing exterior of Church. Under this 
shceme the congregation pays for 
materials, the cost of the work is 
borne by the government... mem- 
bers decline change of Service time 
to Sunday mornings, but plan to 
review this next year... mini-bus 
load attend Dedication Service in 
Liverpool. 


News from our Churches 


BUDGET CONFERENCE 
Meeting at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Sheffield, on Saturday 9 June, the local 
pastor, The Revd. Alan Smith, led the 
assembled delegates and visitors in 
worship at 10 a.m. 


Opening the first session, the ELCE 


Chairman, The Revd. A. E. Rakow, 


said this was the 25th Budget Conference 
as a separate entity, and that there had 
been five similar conferences in connec- 
tion with the annual Synods. He went on 


to refer to the Master Plan, begun in 
1954 with the vision and faith of the late 
Dr. E. Geo. Pearce. This Plan, officially 
adopted by Synod in 1961 and re- 
affirmed at Synod 1968, is a 30 year plan 
for growth and strengthening of the 
Church. 


In a report to the 1968 Synod, ‘“The Way 
Ahead is the Way Behind’, Dr. Pearce 
had said: ‘“The Master Plan is a human 
document, an earnest attempt to plan 
and stimulate purposeful growth in the 
individual and in the church, the 
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response of believing people to God’s 
will, but nonetheless the work of selfish, 
timid, short-sighted, sinful people. If 
the Master Plan is our prayer for the 
future, it is a prayer to which must be 
added: ‘If it be Thy will.’ It may not be. 
Its detailed projections of new missions 
here and there, its timing, its predictions 
of size and strength in years to.come, 
where has God told us that this is the 
way it shall be? It may not be... Who 
knows what lies before us, who knows 
what the will of God for us in 1975 and 
1985 may be, who knows how many 
more new missions we shall be able to 
open, how many more new churches we 
shall be able to erect, who knows that 
the Way Behind will be the Way Ahead? 
God knows, and that’s enough. We 
trust Him.” 


Treasurer 

Mr. Peter Kerley, ELCE Treasurer, 
was Chairman for the greater part of the 
Conference. In addition to adopting the 
audited accounts of the ELCE Trust 
Limited, and appointing Mr. John Gale 
as auditor for the year, delegates con- 
sidered questions ranging from contri- 
butions to the Furlough Fund and cost of 
the British Lutheran to the wisdom of 
various funds which have not been used. 
Most discussion, however, came from a 
study of the congregations’ incomes and 
expenditures in 1983, and economies to 
be effected. Best possibilities for the 
latter appear to be telephone and 
heating costs. A resolution from Luther- 
Tyndale which sought to encourage the 
Executive Council to sell properties and 
to use the interest from the proceeds to 
pay for central office wages and expenses 
was defeated. 


The 1985 Budget Conference is to be 
held the second Saturday of June at 
Good Shepherd, Coventry. 


LUTHERAN WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE — SILVER 


ANNIVERSARY 

At the Rally/Convention held at St. 
David’s, Cardiff, on May 12 and 13, 
members of the Lutheran Women’s 
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League of Great Britain celebrated the 
Silver Anniversary of the League. Of 
the nine ladies attending the first 
meeting held 15 February 1959 to 
consider forming a women’s organ- 
isation, four were present at Cardiff: 
Mrs. Barker, Mrs. Ritchie, Mrs. Taylor 
and Mrs. Thoelke. 


At the 15 February 1959 meeting of 
interested ladies, advised by The Revd. 
Roger Winger, a resolution was drafted 
for the 1959 Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England: “that 
Synod approve the establishment of a 
women’s organisation within our 
Church for the purpose of providing 
mission consciousness, activities in local 
groups, in home and foreign missions, 
and fellowship among the ladies.” This 
resolution was unanimously adopted by 
Synod in May 1959. 


Mrs. G. Barker cuts Jubilee Cake. 


Rally 

In April, August, September and Oct- 
ober of 1959 further meetings of 
interested ladies were held, with The ~ 
Revd. Winger as adviser appointed by 
the Executive Council of the ELCE. In 
November of that year, the ladies of 
Christ Church, Petts Wood, hosted a _ 
rally to which 49 ladies from six London 
congregations came. Pastor Winger led 
a Bible Study “I Have Been Commis- — 
sioned” based on Mark 16:14-20. Mrs. 
G. Barker, temporary Chairman, led a 
business meeting, telling first of all the 


activities of the committee the past 
“months. Mrs. Della Winger, temporary 
_ Secretary-Treasurer, reported a balance 
) of £7.19.74%2. Names for the ladies 
organisation were submitted, and it was 
agreed that May would be the best 
month for a Convention. 


‘Convention 

At the first Convention on 8 May 1960, 
Pastor Winger spoke on the theme “‘By 
Love Serve’’. Highlights of the gather- 
ing were the adoption of a Constitution, 
choosing the name “Lutheran Women’s 
League of Great Britain’, electing 
officers — Mrs. G. Barker as Chairman, 
Mrs. J. Sims as V. Chairman, Mrs. D. 
Winger as Secretary, and Mrs. Lillian 
Smith as Treasurer. Committee mem- 
bers elected were Mrs. Rose Lawton, 
Miss Charlotte Lawton and Mrs. 
Margaret Welch. Projects chosen were a 
Chancel Book for the new Church at 
Ruislip, support for Hungarian Relief 
(via Mrs. Clara Brooke), and books for 
the Seminary in India. 


Projects 

From the very beginning the mission 
emphasis within the League called for at 
least one “Home” (within the ELCE) 
and one “‘Foreign”’ (outside the ELCE) 
project each year. As time went on the 
number was increased, so that there 
were five in 1984, and six were agreed 
for 1985. Home project for 1985 — help 
for leaders at Holiday Bible Camp. 
Foreign project for 1985 — aid for hostel 
housing Sri Lanka expatriate children 
run by our mission in India. 


Jubilee Meal 

For the anniversary Rally/Convention 
(the two events were combined in 1978), 
the Ladies Guild of St. Davids, Cardiff, 
treated their guests to a banquet on the 
Saturday evening, followed by music 
and singing by Mrs. Diane Norris and 
Mrs. Glenys Smith. A_ beautifully 
decorated cake was cut by Mrs. G. 
Barker, first Chairman of the LWLGB 
in 1960, who had travelled from her 
home in Jersey to be present. 


Banner 

On a pale blue background with silver 
lettering, the Banner for the Rally/ 
Convention carried the year’s theme 
“Commissioned to Serve’, with praying 
hands superimposed on a cross, and 
radiating from the cross the names of the 
sixteen congregations of the ELCE. 


Booklet 

Showing the beginnings, steady progress, 
and adjustment within the League, a 
ten-page duplicated booklet was pub- 
lished by the Executive Committee. The 
final paragraph of the booklet says: 

Another Executive Committee may 

decide to publish a Golden Anniversary 

booklet in the next century. Be that as 

God wills; meanwhile the objects of 

the Lutheran Women’s League of 

Great Britain remain as they were 

twenty-five years ago — 

I. to promote growth in Christian 
knowledge, life and service; 

2. to develop and maintain mission 
consciousness, both in home and in 
foreign missions, among the women 
of the ELCE; 

3. to promote Christian activities in 
the local groups; to provide oppor- 
tunities for fellowship among the 
societies; 

4. to support actively, financially and 
prayerfully such mission projects as 
may be chosen by the league. 


Pastors’ Study Week 

by Kurt VanFossan 

The ELCE pastors’ Study Week at 
Westfield House, Cambridge, June 25 
to 28, provided an enriching four days of 
study, worship and fellowship for twelve 
of the Church’s pastors as well as two 
guests: The Revd. Tealmo Percheron of 
Igreja Evangelica Luterana Portugesa 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Portugal), and the writer. Let me intro- 
duce myself. ‘ 


Having completed two years of study at 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, I have 
now reached my “vicarage year” of 
training for the holy ministry. This is a _ 
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year of involvement within a parish 
atmosphere which is similar to the “in- 
service” training required of the students 
of Westfield House. Because of my 
interest in overseas work, I felt that any 
Opportunity to in some way serve the 
Church outside my own culture would 
be beneficial in providing experience in 
preparation for my future ministry, 
wherever that may be. Through the sug- 
gestions and help of Dr. Norman Nagel, 

professor of Systematic Theology at 
Concordia Seminary, the co-ordination 
efforts of Preceptor Feuerhahn of West- 
field House, The Revd. A. E. Rakow, 
ELCE Chairman, and most important, 
through the willingness of The Revd. 
Reginald Quirk and Luther-Tyndale 
and St. Paul congregations, I am now 
serving as a “vicar” for the summer, 
under the supervision and guidance of 
Pastor Quirk, at the two congregations 
just mentioned. From September I am 
scheduled to serve a congregation in 
Denver, Colorado, for a year in a similar 
capacity, whereupon, God willing, I will 
be returning to St. Louis for a further 
year of study at Concordia Seminary. 
So, as I am sure that all my experiences 
in working together with the ELCE will 
be a blessing to my future ministry, the 
week spent at Westfield House was a 
valuable one. This appeared to be the 
feeling of all those present. 


The week began with lunch provided by 
Westfield House, and was followed by a 
Worship Service in which Preceptor 
Feuerhahn delivered a sermon with the 
expertise which proved to be typical of 
the two speakers for Study Week. 


Rudolph Heinze 

“The Making of Post-Christian Britain”, 
beginning with the challenges of the 
18th and 19th Centuries, was the subject 
of Dr. Heinze’s six lectures. Dr. Heinze 
received his PhD in History at the State 
University of lowa in 1965, has taught at 
Ohio State University and Concordia 
College, River Forest, Illinois, and is 
now Dean of Students and lecturer in 
History at Oak Hill College in Southgate, 
London (Oak Hill is a theological college 
of the Church of England). Being well 
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grounded in Lutheranism and holding 
strong convictions as a Lutheran himself, 
Dr. Heinze was able to provide us with 
very enlightening information regarding | 
the growth of Christianity in Great 
Britain. His thorough research into a | 
variety of influences which were instru- 
mental in affecting Christianity, both 
positively and negatively, gave us much 
to consider in relation to the Church 
today and its future. Also, I was made 
increasingly aware of the value of | 
studying history for its insights into the © 
present. Despite the advances in tech- 
nology and the like, people on the whole ~ 
have the same basic needs today as they | 
have had for centuries past. 


In his concluding remarks there were 
two points especially interesting to me. f ly 
The first is the hard-to-explain age of | 
contradictions in which we now live. }§ 
Even though at present, for the first | 
time in history, we possess the power to “}* 
destroy all things on earth, an increasing " 
majority of people have abandoned a 
God and turned to material things. And } a 
in times when affluence is greater than | 1 
ever before, people’s dissatisfaction ’ 
with their lives has at the same time ~ R 
reached an all-time high. The second — 
had to do with the positive outlook for 
the late 20th Century Church, and it © 
concerned the statistic that approxi- — 
mately 70% of those in the Church who © 
get into some type of nurture group or — 
activity of the Church, in addition to 

Sunday Worship, will continue as active 

members. : 


Glen Zweck 

The Tutor of Westfield House presented — 
three lectures on “The Christian and 
Evolution”. These lectures were 
especially useful to the pastor since, as 
Tutor Zweck pointed out, evolution has £ 
been presented as a science that had — 
influenced not only our educational ~ 
system, but our whole culture as well. It _ 
is an obstacle to our proclamation of the 
Gospel which should not be ignored. - 
Through an extensively researched 
presentation of evidence both pro and 
con, it is evident that the doctrine of 9) 
evolution extends far beyond the bound- 


aries of science and into philosophical 
speculations — a philosophy in which, as 
quoted by Tutor Zweck, ‘‘Faith is the 
substance of fossils hoped for, the 
evidence of links unseen.”’ 


‘Sermon Study 

Sandwiched between these lectures, 
‘Tutor Zweck provided us with a helpful 
‘exegetical/homiletical study on the 
|Gospel for the following Sunday, Luke 
'14:16-24, as well as the Old Testament 
‘lesson for Maundy Thursday, Exodus 
'12:1-14. In addition to this, The Revd. 
‘Percheron shared with us interesting 
information about the Church in 
Portugal, and answered questions asked 
‘by the other pastors. 


Worship 

‘Each of the four days began with a 
‘refreshing Worship Service, the Hymns 
and the Order of Matins sung without 
the help of organ or piano. 


‘Thanks 

This pastors’ Study Week is one I shall 
‘not soon forget and, as speaks for all my 
‘experiences in working with the Church 
here in England, I have no doubt that 
‘God will bless these times of learning 
‘through my service in His Church that 
they as well may be a blessing to others. 
My thanks to all those involved with the 
Study Week, especially those who 
worked to put it all together. Not least of 
the activities appreciated was the 
barbeque hosted by Preceptor Feuerhahn 
and his wife Carol. While providing us 
with good food, this was also a time for 
enjoyable fellowship, and for me, a 
chance to become better acquainted 
with those present as I continued to 
receive insights into the challenges of 
the parish ministry. As with all our 
service to the Lord, it is difficult to 
imagine what far-reaching fruit your 
efforts will produce. 


TOP: Chancel of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Liverpool. 


BOTTOM. Cake decorated by Meryl Jones 
for Dedication 28 July. 


Oh wellie, 
we'll give it 
a whirl 


TODDLERS at a Fareham church play- 
group whirled wellies to raise money to 
prevent cruelty to other children. 

About 30 children, aged three and four, 
took part in the sponsored wellie-throwing at 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church. 

Their shots, some of which reached 16 feet, 
were measured by the Minister, the Rev. Karl 
Fry, who organized the event with the play- 
group leader, his wife, Marcie. _ 

The children had been sponsored by 
parents and friends, and the group hoped to 
raise about £70 for the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, which 
is celebrating its centenary. 


Portsmouth, The News 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from friends 
of Dr. and Mrs. Pearce from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, British 
Columbia District, Alberta, Canada, to the Church Extension Fund £224.71 
(total to date £2.862.74). 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Charlotte Lawton, from Mr. 
and Mrs. Kebschull, Daphne Langdon, Hilbert and Alsine Augustin, George 
and Claudia Luttman, Arnold A. Linnemeier, Mr. and Mrs. Rihm, Miss 
Christensen, Mr. and Mrs. N. Faugstad, Rey. C. T. Leske, to the Church 
Extension Fund £244.94 (total to date £1,802.99). 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. L Kahl, from Rey. H. 
Schoenrock, Mr. and Mrs. Hall and Valerie, Mr. and Mrs. A. Smith, Mrs. W. 
Ritchie, Mrs. J. Massey, Mrs. K. Corbin, Mr. and Mrs. P. Phagoo and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Gopaul and family, Mr. and Mrs. W. Gopaul and family, 
Mr. S. Corbin, Mr. and Mrs. Hussein and family, Miss P. E. Court, Mrs. E. W. 
Court, Mrs. J. Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. R. Thoelke, Mrs. M. Launer, to the 
Church Extension Fund £47.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Rose Stockwin, from 
Redeemer Lutheran congregation, Harlow, to the Church Extension Fund 
£15.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Michael Eckert, from 
Mrs. Mary Eckert, to the Church Extension Fund £20.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. E. M. Deacon, from St. 
Andrews Ladies Guild, to the Church Extension Fund £8.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Wilson, from Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Thoelke, to the Church Extension Fund £10.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Annie McRobb, from Mr. 
and Mrs. R. McRobb, Mr. and Mrs. R. Green, Mr. and Mrs. R. Bakewell, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. T. McRobb, Mr. and Mrs. M. Hodge, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Potts, Mr. and Mrs. J. Green, Mr. and Mrs. A. Sloan, to the 
Church Extension Fund £80.37. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Helen George, from Mr. and 
Mrs. A. R. Flemming, Mrs. Margaret Launer, to the Church Extension 
Fund £30.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Clara Brooke, from Mr. and 
Mrs. Woolston, Mrs. Margaret Welch, Mr. K. P. G. Heales, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Thoelke, to the ELCE New Hymnal Fund, total to date £145.00. 


“SIE REM RELELT SY SLIME HELEN EW DEEDREAD TOU Nia WR tek We 


God Will 
Rescue Us 


Psalm 31:4, 5: ‘Pull me out of the net that 
they have laid privily [secretly] for me; for 
Thou art my Strength. Into Thine hand I 
commit my spirit; for Thou hast redeemed me, 
O Lord God of Truth.” 


S ometimes, as we go through life, we feel 
as though we are caught in a net. 
Circumstances combine to make life 
especially difficult for us. Problems arise to 
cause us sleepless hours. We are enmeshed in 
complications in our business life, in our 
social relationships, in our family circle. Life 
can become terribly complex. The answers 
that we seek are not easy to find. 

Then it is that we must cry with the 
_ psalmist, “Pull me out of the net!”’ We cannot 
extricate ourselves. Only God can rescue us. 

How did we ever get into the net? In the 
psalmist’s case the blame lay with his 
enemies. He speaks of “‘the net that they have 
laid privily [secretly] for me.”” The enemies 
sought his undoing, and only God could 
frustrate their evil designs. 

We, too, have our enemies. The principal 
One is within us — our sinful flesh, the ‘‘old 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


1st February to 30th June 1984 


1984 

__ Congregation Loans Donations Totals Target 
‘Kentish Town £ 672 £2,021 £ 2,693 £ 2,000 
Tottenham 193 38 231 650 
‘Ruislip 2,572 46 2,618 2,800 
| Sunderland 323 43 366 700 
‘Petts Wood 934 — 934 1,800 
-) Borehamwood 57 12 69 500 
Cardiff 317 — 317 700 
Cambridge 759 4 763 1,300 
Harlow 650 — 650 1,000 
Plymouth 277 27 304 750 
East Kilbride 37 80 117 300 
Coventry 34 _ 34 150 
Liverpool 454 28 482 1,000 
Sheffield 235 — 235 750 
Sunbury 246 2 248 1,000 
Fareham 344 10 354 750 
Polish Lutheran 94 — 94 — 
Others 127 — 127 — 
£8,325 £2,311 £10,636 £16,150 


Adam,” who keeps cropping out in our life to 
draw us away from God and to implant in us 
base desires, selfish ambitions, proud 
thoughts. The devil wears various guises and 
effectively uses his wiles to ensnare us. 

But the world, too, is our enemy: the 
world, with its false set of values; the world, 
with its brazen allurements; the world, with 
its false idols, its false philosophies, its 
false hopes. 

There is only one way out of the net. God 
must rescue us. Like the psalmist, we turn to 
Him and plead: “Pull me out of the net. . . for 
Thou art my Strength.” Our faith is weak; He 
will strengthen it. Our way is dark; He will 
illumine it. Our load is heavy; He will 
lighten it. 

And so, when life grows complex and our 
problems mount, we can say to Him in all 
confidence: ‘Into Thine hand I commit my 
spirit.’ His hand is strong to save us; His hand 
is sure to guide us; His hand is firm to 
uphold us. 

For His hands have been pierced to redeem 
us. That is the psalmist’s trust and ours: “For 
Thou has redeemed me, O Lord God of 
Truth.” 


THOMAS COATES 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1956 
from Lutheran Witness 
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A scene from building operations a year ago' 
another at the Dedication of Immanuel Luth 


Church at Liverpool. Shown below is a small p 
of the congregation at the door-opening pai 
of the Service. 
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